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JOAN THE WAD is Qu 
Joan Ibc Wad lias broughi 


JOAN THE WAD 

LUCKY CORNISH PISKEY 
SEES ALL, HEARS ALL, DOES ALL 

I uf iba Luck; Cornisb Piskeys. Tbousauibi of persons all a>er ibr world claim that 
ein Wonderful Luck in ibe way of HcalUi, Wcsilb and Happioisu. 


HISTORY FREE FOR A STAMP 

If you will send me your anme and address and a 6d. stamp and a siaoiped addressed envelope for reply. 1 wiU send 
you a HlsKwy of tbe Cocnisb PIskc; Folk, and ihc marvellous miracles tkey accomplish. JOAN THE WAD b 
Ibe Queen of the Lucky Cornish Piieys, uod with whom good luck and good health always attend. 

AS HEALER ^ 

One lady writes : *' My eister suffered very badly for years, but since 1 gave her a Joao the Wad to keep near 
her she is much easier. Do you think this is due to Joan or the Water from the Lucky well ? " | 

AS LUCK BRINGER 

Another writes ; " Sinee Ibe War my wife and I have been dogged by persistent ill-luck, and vre seemed to be 
sinking lower and lower. One day someone sent us a Joao the Wad. We have never found out who it was. 
but, coincidence if you Uke, within a week I got a much better job and my wife bad some money lefl her. Since 
then wo have never looked back end, needless to aay. sweat 1^ ' Queen Joan 

AS MATCHMAKER 

A young girl wrote and informed me that she bad scores of boy friends, but it was not imlilsbe Imd visited Cornwall 
ho also has " Joan the Wad." 

AS PRIZEWINNER 

won 12JXia in a competition, has one. because I gave it him. When he won bis H.OOD he gave me £10Q for 


AS SPECULATOR 

A mao writes : " 1 bad some shares that for several years 1 couldn't give away. They were I shares, and all of 
a sudden they went up in the market to 7/9. I happened to be staring ut Joan the Wad. Pure imagiaation, you 
may say. but 1 thought 1 saw bet wink approvingly. I sold OUL reinvested the money at greater pro6t and have 
prospered ever since." 

addniud cmetope for At history u ; 
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Bensoa wbi clever-* Iftde too ctever. For la ihe end he pleyed directly Into the 
jrta bands af the winged men of the green world. And Benson never came backi 
A thrilling, often amusing story of strange adventures In a worU beyond the bowledge 




THE GREEN DIMENSION 

by 


N. WESLEY FIRTH. 


CHAPTER I 

Tim ILANKEI IltUS 

poliind proudly lo ihe dck, white ipndbMi 
iBBorn at the aide of the river. 

" There it ii, Dad," he cold ibe white-haired, atm- 
tanoed oid mao alaoding beode bin. " Juat the tliisg 
for ui. With that we can |ei from ibe planiaiioo to the 
mouth of ibe elver in ihrn boun fiat — aod that piece of 
artillery moulted on ii may come la uaeful ai limea." 




Tbev dnggtd It li; ibey hid it oo the bulk. 

"HjlH" Hid Merton, In two, “did hce h tore 
mimed np, bnt — I drink this <i otf Ttylsr, bopi I " 

It SOI old Tiylor. And with OK sMilsstioa that 
dilnp wuri Itr mote lerioua than die; bad expsaed, 
the men ran out a amatl boat, and started oprlver, thdr 
eyes saandriBg dUgently. 

They didn't find Jimmy. Tmimy was waterlogged, 
«ti ai the hoitom of die rfeA- In the deeper, 
calmer, inier. 

What they did lec wai ta Immense Hack shadow 
hovtriai oter tile cfUT. When they looked up to see 
what had can H, they couM not cr^t theic sensea. 

"Italn'tl Itein'tbal ’niereato'iBonich 

" Tel/’ro yon ran ail see lll“ pletded one of the 
ntbrn. “ Or else Tm never loucf^ the< Are water 


MeftoB ij 


" Bot by the look Of that one w 
Je river, th^ was JWet I " 

» they’re WrAl ” gnmied mother, 


They eo^ only stare AelpiMly af 


B, Trem," 

, bln 1 wish 

I'd stuck to b^g a phiober like oy old man.” tafd 
Trent. “ Not diet I don’t Kh flying — what I dislike 
Is living to schedule.'' 

" What yon doin’ wmight?” 

" Date. Ivy Chanen— hostess on the other toa." 

" You're a lucky gny. She won't give me a tumble. " 

Trent ntffened, peered harder. He stride "Hey— 
hey. am yoa see what / see? Whatitit?” 

The CO leaned right forward to glare fron ibe perspex 
<crren, shading hit eyes with hit hand. 

“ Looks like a kite, maybe — " he ventnred. 

” Kite nothing. How ssould a kite be out over the 
ocean? Iinlno ihi> undaneatb it, Is there?" 

The CO aid ■ " <Pe'll soon see-dt gets bigger— It’s 
heidiiig right this w»." 

The dark shape they bad eea flying towards them 
from the setting sun, grew steadily Itrger. Ttan 
vtiped: * Well, scriidi my head! Whit ft Uwi. man ?’* 

The CO was too busy Ktatclring hla own bead ts 
answer. The Hying dring grew darker, larger— the co 
vanned suddenly: 

''f-yil It’s Beading straight for Ibe ship 1 Pull op 


nose of the plane Then the air liner responded re the 
Arm hand at its eomroU usd banked roeply. 

Trent monied bia brew: ” Good Lord svhai the 
devil is it, Tommy?" 

” I declare I never saw a thing like It,” Tommy said, 
hla Sontbcrn drawl coming ant strong In moments of 

Trentsaid: " Take a swivet rosand— has ft emr?" 

Tomnty obeyed; su'd: "No, It iln'i, Man, It's 
still behiiHl ihemdi." ' 

"FoUowfng^" 

" Yep. Looks tike it's plenty mad, reo— (bat flipper- 
like ihi^ at fix item Is hmthi’ like bell. HeckI You 
■U better ctiffl os tame speed, or that ail chicken'll be 

Treat nodded and die tdane fiasbed silver as It nu 
forward towards the ciMsdlhe, iriiicb was now vUWe. 

Tansy add: "Is that the moat the ship’ll ghre?" 

" That's the topi." 

" It ain’t enenglk man, Its pinin' — " 

Trent grilled hit teeth and triad to coax mere from 
the plane. TIs enghicc t hr obbed and roared, props 

Tommyyelped: "HoIyCoev! Now ifi ateaeWn' one 
of the giie p s I guess it drinks ibiu’a olive 'suie it’s 

Tile flying creature plmgcd viciously into the pan 
pnpellor. 'Hiere was a savage screaming, aslaihing of 
tlim flesh, and the body of the flying thing plummeiied 
CO the sea. 'With the port co^e stopped, the liner 
limped onwarda— 


CHAPTER II 
Krittf ns GAMtl 

"Whcwl Ipj *«!" breathed Alan Clayteo, sripiog 

"I (irfrf you not to pas' your Jickrt on, darling." 
smiled Anna, bis wife. She herself looked cool and 
sweet fti white drill skfrt and open-necked blouse. 

Ahsn struggled from his hnnilng iackR, said: 

" Yas, sah?” Thrir number one boy stepped forward 
obedlnriy. 

* You cirry coat, aiwy." 

” Yas aah,” atid Btwala. with a smile. The wav 
white men muIRrd tbcmselvea up never failed to amuae 
him. For himself, a loindoth was ample, even leo 
much, in tbe hoi tropical climate about die equatorial 

belt. 

Anna seld; "Well, fust iriiit do you progoae to do 
now, tnv sweet? We've followed elephant sror whi-b 
ym insisted was recent, bm which Biwili toU yea was 
at least iow daiys old. foe (We iouri — ive're np ncerer 


clepbUD Uiu n cvei 

we liitm to Bewila is 

shiO we iHaw w to {ujde n 


:o wh» lappeiu? Do 
id do It be adriiet, or 
id buy I few 


<U we mil nteb if jm isriit oo hmcm / 1 
Alu tLindii bet; but be bid fs admit ihc w>i rl|fit. 
The black bc^ bad bera icctiiaie b his diagnoila of [he 
time ihil ipoor bad ben Ibere. He^ Alas, tiad been 
know you’re timply dyini B be a freat white 
liuater. my precioua pel," Anna srew on, " T know you 
want (Q be called ‘ Alan of the Seeing Eye,’ nr (be 
Radre equivalent, or aometning aunilar— but hadn't you 
better a Uitle fint? Or they may aian «UIr| you 
' Alan who Ttalli that which ian't there.’ “ 

Alan sniniod : " All right, don't nib k io — t/arliiif." 
Anna amllcd itnuUi«ly, and Alan grunted: " Believe 
me, my Inve, then are tisiea when I cauld c heet fit ll y 

Bin leaiied owr and U ia ed him lightly oo the cheek. 
" Sony darling. Didn’t meai • • ' .. 

courae, if you rtnily WANT 

"YeiSah?’’, . . ' 

" We go all Tima camp, Make ’nother itan to* 
tnoftow. Tob be guide then. Savyy?" 

** Sayvy, aab. Me guide you fine. Know alt trtDs— ’’ 
Ibie tbiM anad round, Bawala cairyini the heavy 
olepfui guMi Intdi^ ihets back w ibe camp They 
eama n an io'eneciioo, where two .rough tiaia raa aa 
in dilfereK difeetlofla. 

Bawala ndc'the right-hand one. Alan baltad. He 


pigeona — " 


" Wbcreai 1 remember th 


I— ibeyYe like boming 


"As ym oertaia ihat'a the right Ball?'' takad Alan. 
" God I" complained Ama. "Here we go 
"Bat 7 sntemher dlattacily," Alan gnoisd. "We 
came up the left-hand trail f” 

" No sah. Ibiii be um (eUcc nail. Me kmne." 

" You know, do you? t nodamood thta waa fresh 
lenitoty to yoof’ 

itawala adraltied that: " Me not be here hefcre— 4>t 
"You see?" demanded Alasi, triumphondy. "Whi 
- did I ti^yoo?" 

Anna sighed ; ’’ DarHng. yon are the most pig-headed 
rtwiiiate, pegnoeimw fainw-rft I eeev aomedmei 

Iteouldn't baie been the die M your wrilei — you had 
hafdiv any money— ifien. But you do try me at th — 

•• But he orfmts hedoeatiH know the Itrrluxy—" 


frowned obadnateiy. " Ota? And haven't / a 

■enie of direction? Row tboui that drae we got Iwi on 
the Yorkshire Moors? What did I do okra?" 

“Almost led me into a bogl" snapped Anna, "and 
if it hadn't been for that rustic hamtoiing along |uii in 
tune sre’d koM have been sucked down I " 

" Nonsense, I waa gslng the right way— the yokel 
only confirmed my judgment." 

" If you aearcb your mind realiy deeply you’ll find 
ihnts not atrictly true, Alan," said Anna. 

Alananoned: " Weil, anyhow, I'm taking abe trail f 
famwisibengArone. That a the Wt one." 

“ Bh?" said Audi, puankd ; " Which trail <rs you 
lakitm escaedy?’’ 

" 'fbe right trail—" 

“Good. Why the atgumeai? Tbai'a the nil 
Bawala anya.” 

“No, fas akisg the i</i train “ 

" But you iuit said the rig*l— " 
s "Thn laft is the right," gnmred Alin, aoooyed. 
. Dob t be debbeniciy snipid, darling. I’m mkiog iba 
right trail which is the U/i trail." 

Anna Kired hud at Bawala. Alan laid: “ Wbat’ra 
you soring at?” 

" 1 ssu fun wandering if black btda't auddmtly 
turned white. Let me get sni^t— you’n lakini 

ihe i^ mil, lie’c ibgi it?" 

Anna clutched despairingly at her dark hair, " Plcaie 
Alan, Slop the cruss mik aa You’re lakiDi the la/i 
oaii? Isthit right now?" 

" nut’s Infi-^t’s righL’’ 

Anu groaned: "No laorr— ^uat sun walking and 
wo's with you I couldn't mod any more argument.’ 

Bawala said; " If you be taking kft tiaii that be 


Alan, loftily, ai^ Aoni aald : " Yea, bi’a In chirge, 
Bawala. If be wants to pioi for a guide and then guide 
himaeli, why nop him? We'll follow his trail— who 
knom, w* nuy find some man elagW I “ 

Alan gave her a haughty aura, and struck off kit 
without further converaatlon. Anna, faeltng like one 
half of Abbot nl Condlo— the sane half— followed 
hii^ Bawala, shaking Us wooUy (deck bead, follnwed 


AUb ouse ID * luUi in t mull clcahag. It vu 
dnwiiig OD towtrdi luDKl. The euiiKt cuse with nirt- 
liog npldlty wlicB it did coou. They ill ksew tbti. 
Tl^ lU loiew itey weroi'c (glut tg m is u eoviibk 
potidoo hen, in the ius(le Bigbt. 

Alls glioced iboui Ketild: " Veil, here weml'' 

" Yei," i|reed AsDi. “ Here we ire. Buiuhere?" 

Alls It hii Iowa lip, looldBf Uhe • pendisi 
child. Hii brow knlcied is iho^L He slid : “ Veil—" 

Biwili gruoied' " Bii tike vnoDg tnU." 

Alls loorted: " How could I coscestnte with the 
^ of you yippiog it me like you were? Asywiy, 
I'm sot Mp^sed to be ibt guide iround here, Vbii 
do I piy you for, Biwili?" 

AsBi Hid : " No doubt he's wondering thit hisuelf . 
Now don't try md ehirt tbe blime, dsrllsg. Tou 
inilned on idiyiog big wUte guide, been gieit eiplORr. 
j\m exictly where hive yon Inded tn?'' 

Alls wn snible to uy. He turned w Biwili. When 
be ipoke he nunded ctnuideribly chiitened. He mM ’ 
" I *‘'‘1 belter go tuck to the cimp." 

rather mut um big white bu. Him know wiy ierl." 

Asm ilmoet exploded with tu e t r im e at . Aiko raid : 
" Er— yee, of coutk. Hem but — ih — ** 

Blwili nld: " Bie, me not ceruli if an get btek 
to ounp now. Soon it be dirk— If lun let before we 
find cemp, no as leireh iny more. Me try—" 

Aim Mid ; “ Tty, Biwili. Do ytmr diissdni. 
There'i i bcnui for you if you as find it before dirk." 

Biweli ehowed fining teeth in i pkiKd itnDe, 
then led tbe wiy towirdi 1 tide trail. 

He knew thmgh, thit there wei eery ili^ hope of 
loatisg the amp. They hid been led prerty fer ntray 
by the dognutlc Alin. Biwili tried hird. He Nked 
Alen, ud Alu’i wife. They treited him more like • 
bumio being this tbe mtloriiy of wMic lordi who cine 
to bunt big gime. And ulde from the tnnoylng Rrak 
of Klf^cooBdence, Aim wu 1 fine ipedmes of young 
Brlrlsb min&ood, hli yonsg wife fully mitchlnB hint 
from the femek tide. 

Biwita didn't wui them to be itrasded In the 
fungle for the night. Addc from tbe dinger there wii 
the dlKORifnrt. Tbit wu greu. They would not be 
used to tbit. Added to which they were here on ■ 
hoUdiy— (w plelssre, 

But even if Btwili bad been du hcM number one 
boy in the whole of Afria, be could not hive mde the 
ramp in time n ben tbe octudiing dirkneat. And he 
wu by aonuina tbe beet number onekoy ioili Afria. 
ilthough be wu asemely fond of cllimlog thit diitioc- 


en dcKeaded no tbe jungln 
Ive miaiitei it be dri—" 
s wid; " Ve'll hive to try ud pmh 
0 <A7f find our wiy throng” 


" No bu, Be dingeroui." 

" Be more duger if we itiy here, won't there?” 
Biwili ibook hii held: '‘No. Qinib trea, i 
ouiet. ffliv not artriet itteotiHt, Only dinger ft 
iny of thaw Is ihii pin 


It leut let’i preu ilong until it g< 


"Air Bewl 
■ One bour'-two hour — any hive ctiipTi 

lewtrellJ” ' 


Alin nodded, ud they preued on, u fiit ii Blwili’t 
m could guide them. If there bid been i white min 
there It Kerned pouiUe there would be 1 amp. T^ 
hoped for tbe bat ind followed Biwali. And the raulti 
acetded loytlil^ they hid hoped for. for u the InU* 
"*** of the Africm aigbl dactnded upon cbem, they 
houa eciDding 


‘Thli ii tudetd a pleeeurc," iild 
min who opened the Mreeaed door e 
my word, It li ilmon ' 




. Step in, midim, ind you, li 


It, ind thick, beivy think?’ 


g, — they felt hutiDtly it Awtr 

eiK. He might hive been living in Berkeley Squire 
lud they paying • wdil all. He wu round ud lonU, 
not fit, nw ntha, with white bur, ind pleumt 
fatura. His fice wu red, indiated that peulbly he 
luffered foom blood preuure msewhaT— or pouftly 
vnrid tta monotnoy of Afrian Itingle Ufe with drain 
It 1 tetde of forgetfulneu, Alinuld: 

Ve hive our boy with ui — " 

” You hivu? Ah— yon we going to any fw i tiine 
•re you not? You will not dab iwiy?" 

Well, u 1 mitia of licb we're bopdeuly Ion 
” Bicellen. Tell yew bt^ my native cook wlU feed 
and iccommodiiE him at tbe hick. You itep iulde ’’ 
Tbey wepped. The pliee wu nat, cleeo, white, HI 
white. It wu, iirangely, nkd throughout in the fuhloo 
of 1 Iibnrimy. Tbe wlvill mm Hniled. 

inch iplia here, eh? But! dote 
'' ' ' lod eficieocy. There wiIU 
muiuptie look, don't you 
They did think. Tba aid m. He fiuiteieH i»' 
i» Beuoo— George Benson. I fim here.” 
.^leoaly; "I ijn Altn CUytan-mv 
we ire beta OB 1 htatlng trip." 


"My 


’’ Really? TbU ptn of ibe juncie is lui rauch 
fsniBnsd prefesttemsj bmiwn?" 

* We ere emeteurs et Uae pane." uuikd Amu, “ Jun 
enioyiag ourselves So iv, ihenics to ray •d^ar husbeod, 
wi bevra't Kea eayriririg krser ilun s omriyede." 

“ Thasi arc lerge cnoogb kcra," sraijed Be^o. " Ves 
iadeed. Ah, well, tsalra ycursclves sc hmne. tsel;e 
,'ourulves ir bone. By ell racses. You will sot be 
ke remp co-ai^bc. IrarViiy I cea eccomoodiie 




• driab— slut wi 


iof |uc«t egein. 
be? Whidey?" 

Ke ipr e whUky each, and pouird e libeisl one 
for hiouelf. Then be sat beside ibcra on tbc long leOM, 

" So you ere big ysou hunting here, eb?'' 

" Thai's about (be siie of it," egred Alan. " fim so 
far we baven’e had nuiuh luck." 

Brnuxitniiledi leaned forward. Said How would 
vou liken hum wiib sM? How would you Ilka to hunt 
—REALLY big game?'' 

Ar.l be added, as an afeenhoughr : "In ANOTHER 
world I " 




» fiabbergtsied e 


"Hell mad sU righi," agreed her deveibd hnibagd, 
"aioad as soy bttter lever ttw. Big game bunting In 
uotber world? WheuT" 

"Let's get out of here," suggested Aooa. "I’m 
frightened, Alao." 

. “ The question k which is the lesser of the two 
evih? The luogle by ^ghi or ilist chtraaer?” 

Anna abeok her bud: "Nu the jungle. Ai least 


» e do knuw whai we're likaly to enciaimer ibsra— wr 
ico't bare." , a 

"But mien from iliti ooe kink be seemed sane 
cn.nigh,’ Alan suggested. " He miy om be Aam/a/— ’’ 
" But they always bw,” said Anna. " Look at your 
Uncle Egbert, dear, E you Can brar to, He bad only 
oat sctall kink — he wasn't hinnful, oh, mil He iwi 
Ibought be WU I aumi/rap, ibai'a ill. He ww quite 
happy silling in the comer wairing for mice to appur— 
remember you had to adek a lump of dicaar on his 
tongue befoM you wenito bed ewryaighi? And even 

CO be never ^ght any niicel But Iw wea Aerwrletr 
enough, wasn't he? Until he weni coaipetely barmy 
and sunk hii teeth into ponr Eekie’s mil and wouMn'i 
latto." 

"Lee’s iun leave Uncle Egbert out of this," said 
Alao, stiffly, 

“ I'm oidy trying to make a point—” 

And tnyway, if ever a dog deremed having teeth 
snunk into tia tail, it was skat damned Pekingeie of 
yours. I usod to loathe the light of the animai. In ray 
opteun that was the stoulest day’s wnrit Uncle Egbert 


irefi/al I 


ad himnnii.He 


rqilv. Then .Alan said, with \ ifckly sn . . - 

tciirW?" 

" Just so. Yoo'd like that, eh?” aald their host, 
genially. " Tt isn't e v e ry one who can go big game 
humbg In another world — is if?” 

Anna brtttfied; "It aotindi' thrilling . , , do tell ns 
more," and nudgrd Alan with her elboir, 

Benson diuckled : ’’ Later— ah, yvs^ later. Now I 
must atir up that luv boy of mine and have your beda 
arranged. Rlrao — Rioo, you ksty hUck devil, where 


probably thought yt 
snmotbrog. I can't aav I blame Ural" 

Anna mapped ; " You ieorf I How could you tall 
Iffcjto? Why Pekie wwr packed up again afte 

Alan said: "There yni gol Raking hack into ih 
past, bringing up penonalitics and family atfairi. 
don't know, whenever I argue with yon, why it denlop 


” Better than rrying to get back to camp. 
” Whole fautl la Ir we Hidn'i a— a 

go?" 

Alan contente 
niled. bitterly: 


didn't get beck to camp houri 
rif with a dignlfled stare. Re 




I. beisveen her teeth. She sm 

L« s tty to ffleke eami>-tbere’8 i 
see it from the window here. A full momi." 

“ Yon can see it Dum the window, yea. But once 
yni got in she deptbi of the limgle it wouldn’t be much 
naejnynn— " 

.Anna laid : " Well, y» can atny, E you wish— Tm 

g t a n g aC 

She ^ up and walked to the door. She opened it, 
loofced back, Cootuu?” 

"Tve made myseffetear on that point, 1 hope," 
You-you Been you'd let me go out diere aiomr 
BKEClIy. Good night.'’ 


"You — you ibouied Amu. 

Sbe nopped oo ID dx venodita. Ftom tbe junglo 
oime • Wild, usiuiMblc n»rlag. A nortlDg, • higb 
cichlnadng, ■ bootint, a auBrling. 

Lloui, dgo's, bytoai, night birda, leoparda Wbni 
— tud to fijld them during tbe day abe’d betn 


Sbe lb 




is, but in 


raneomly. " tThat a 
The rotund little 
ponibly I am a linle mad," be 
know. IsianI 


Alas and Anna, litnu 

mynerioualy: " Bi 
Mid. “ After all, yo 
g^m — and, of coune, I at 


' Of coune," they haatened to agree. 

He btaiacd at them. "Nice of you b 
readily. But 1 aclll feel an eaplaaaiisn « 


Id be la 


They tr!^ to appear as calm as poaalble. He sat 
down end faced them. He pm hie Snaer tlpa together 
tike a benevolent village parson. Hcsaid; 

" 1 lead a tpilet, bermli-llke eidetence out here — for, 
far different to the one I used to lead, I used to be • 
Professor at coe of the better knossn Englidi linlversi- 
ties. I was alsnya moat particularly Inieraied hr mea- 
phviicaysThe arience of being and ksosria^— mainly 
theoretical work, which I Indulged myKlf in to the Ml. 
Mm particularly I waa fascbuted by ifie poacibllty of 
there being orbre JimenaoHi — you have, of coune, 
beard of the foor/A dimnjiMf" 

" Pootth dlmensionV’ uid Anna " Is it a surveying 


e door, came back, and sat down. Sbe 
pm ner scan on her arms, and wept quietly. 

Alan aaid ; " TAti rcruttee won't help, either. You've 
uaed it too often, dariing." 

" AU right," laid Anna calmly, sMRg up again, with- 
out a trace of tears. “All ri^t, Alan Qaytos. But 
wait usdl you want ns to do tomethlng for ym — " 

Alan grinned suddenly and held out his eigatetta 
packet to her. He slid : " DarKng, let's smoke (he pipe 
of peace. And I'll make myself p^ecily clear t frawy, 
if you hadn't been with me. I'd have chanced it oi^ 
tried to make camp even is darkneai. But you are 
with me. And I wouldn’t expose yoa to tbe countleu 
dasm out there for ateb of pure gold. Thit'a the 
tniu, ao help me." 

Amu's eyes soiieaed. Sbe whispered: “ Tnly?" 

" And really I" 

He bent and biased her. Then straighimed again u 
slept sounded from the hall. Anoabrathed: “Don't 
forget—humour him. He'i mad — ” 

Benton came bustling is, his cberubk features 
wreathed in a ^Mot imlle. They eyed him cantloutly. 
He Mid : “ It's |un tiruck me that possibly — from what 
I've said to you— yuu peofrie think I'm sMd?" 


Alan gave ber a lofty look; “ I’ve heerd of It. Read 
a lot^^ ^ science fictional mags dealii^ with It " 

idiots UugUng up tbeir sleeves at the tripe they write," 
grunted the profesaor. Irritably. • “ They never come 
within a mfir of tbs real truths. At fint I worked on 
the theory that length, breadtb, depth, were the three 
dimensions, and tbe fourth was tins. But that was a 
misguess. Tbe fourth dimeniloo Is far deeper than 
that — It la hard co give a name to It, but the fourth 
dimension is isally intangibility, invIsIWIity. Glaw b, 
in water, pot only transparent, but invisible, if tbe coo- 
didons ore right. Cellophtor, from a dfstince, is 
invisible, and water Itself, given the right condidolu Is 
not easily seen. But all these dilngs are Im/ibh can 
be couched and felt. You know they are there. 

" But picture something which ii Invisible, and has 
also, as far as this world is concent, no mbsltnct. It 
cannot be felt. It cannot be seen. It is Intangible. So 
that wa do not even dream of its re^ existence I " 

He peused, smiled at them. “lam confusing you?" 

“ Not at all, not at all,” said Alan. " But [n’t tlui 
the theory most science fiedoo srrlim use?” 

“ Yes, yet," granted Benson, somewhat tesdly. “ Thev 
were right in their theorising up u there. It is later that 
they go wrong. In their emeepliofu of this fourth 
dimensional world. That, co put it in vulgar slang— 
which is often very rvOfirg— is where they illp irpi* 

“ Since no one has seen this world, if exist It does, 
they may be riihl," ventured Alan. " How can vou 
tell they are not?" 

“I can tell," said Benson, pausing to allow the 
dronudci of the moment to be heightened. " 1 can tell 
;~becauK I have seen this dimensional world which It 
to US I I have mdked there — ! have hunted 

Amu fanned heiseH faintly svith a newspaper. 

Alan laughed utuatily. 

Tbe professor, having sprung hit Mg sorprioe, allowed 
dme for ft to infihme, EvesnuIIv he said ; 

“ L« roe elucidate. This svorW, os is often thought, 
does Ml occupy the some spare os our owni Becante 
its wbola atomic structure dlffen. This h very hard to 
ei^liln correctly to laymen ... but let 


Picture to yourselves, let u 
combs — I hove tw ' 


0 ordinary fiilr 


. table before him, the two 
sets of teeth fadng cari) other. Gradually be slid them 
tugetbar until the teeth meshed. He looked at them in 
triumph. Alin and Anna Isdkrd at him In perpleidry 
Benson said; "There ere two combe— i moment 
ago each one occupied Its oten spere — now thay nuy 
ilBioK be said to occupv exactly the romr ammast of 
space, rimuinnemtiyi Do you understand? It b so 
with this world and the fourth dimensional svoeld. They 
meili — they fit together; and if you can picture tfioae 






chink," Cftii Ansa, lUpping oS bw loJ 
bg a ihepciy leg;, " chit ytw'ni juK M mad u 


Beiuon gmted then over i cbaulul bKokuit of 
bacon and eggi and (ont and minntUi^ canclu^ b; 

through t^ wMc and tbs leafy graes of iba 

creel ounlde, Anw oould tlmosi imagine ibe troi back 
in BmUnd. Sb* lipcaccly wuimd ic vrosa’c just imagin- 
adoD. She wondered tvhii Alin i*u going to drag 

Benwn said: “ When you're Gniihed and we’re 
unnked, I'U cake you alung cn set mr— ha, ba — 
niaoageiie, You'va never seen onyihbg like ic b your 
wiMcs: dreonii.’' i> 

Alan said: " You have qsiiea loi oi^dmens?’’ 

" About lem— there are several 1 want which I would 
be unable to capture sbglc-hinded. Tbal a whecd you 
esio coma b, if you wane advannire ..." 

*' How?" aikod Anna, dubiously. 

" The three of ua, and your oaate bearer, will go lo 
the oeber world— capoice chose creatures which have as 
far eluded me, and bring them hack bare. I will iiaue 
beicacioni to my leacned colleagues — cboK who scoffed 
and ridiculed me so bog ago, a^ who renuio alive — to 
come and see these beb^ Haviog satisfied my 
omUiioo, we will tbco sell thes e oreacures u showmen 
the world over. Ic will net as mflliont, mflliooi. Vc 
will be unbearably rich. You, my dear Mm. Cliytun, 
will wear pre-tbus gems, your hushond wiH be an 
bfiueocul man wiiboo any mcoetarv cores . . 

Anna lac up and jaok notice, ^lao lald: " Wre 
rtibar cninfor^y off as it itf ■ - . . 

" Cogrfotm^. )'C^. Sut tins meatu tsuvr than luxury 

" Veil be able Co have lix can basead ef two. dear," 
said Anna " And ymi won't have to actend those 
horrid boarff meetings.'’ 

* But I es^y choae bmziil boairi mttlings as you call 

” Now don't be db^epemut, darSng. I'm <m we 
cangtK the Profatacr the help btneeds^’’ cooed Anna, 
with visioof of pleisure yacMx and'tnnki of buelleiy 
in from of her cyct — 'T>a»t 

Benson went rn: "Of course. Nobody can affura to 
turn from boneiciy earned money. And these csee urea 
will esfo that for ns.’* 

Alan arid, aalou s ly: " What fa'wf of creauirtg «e 

/nen possen an unusual power— one utterly ali-n 
to’ this world — and that ij the power of mind over 
maiterl Tbe Aying acaiurct which caused such a stir. 


do nw flyt Koe da they im'ta— they propel themselves 
by meaoi of tb'tr mbdsi They can conirol tbe fiesb 
of tbelr ewsi bodies by will power alone, ti b so with 
aaaiy of tbe areeiuta b that other place. Bui you 
shall la^ you shall see.” 

See tb? did, right after bieakfast. The mcnigeiie 
was soar fifcy yuA from the villa. It wu cirded ^ 
thick ora Iticed with foliage, and lurcounded by a 
ihun boma, through which was btetwovea ttrindi of 
fine wire. Bcoson said : 

'■ Dc«'t touch the wires. They’re charged. Not 
enough CO kill butoenalnly encsigh to deal anascysliodt 
IP ti^one trybg to be nosey." 

He ualockad a gate, and they passed in. They wended 
chair vny chtough closely grosving trees, and as c^ 
walked strange cries, unlike any cnct they had hiilMne 
heard, began lo fill ibe air. 

Hooimga, squukiog^ wailings, groacibgs, all hold- 
ing an eerie quality, greeted their earn. Baason said, 
cfaiickliiig : " They era hungry. Oh, yea, they eat {tut 
os you or I. I am a little late feeding them to-day. 
But we will remedy that.’' 

They reached on Inner fence, about ra feet high. 
He opened another gii^ and they waUied In— 

It might have bean a mlnuiure opo. There were 
about twenty cages of varying sires, all sted barred, all 
strong. Ten of Ibeiii were empty. Those which were 
occupied made them catch their bceiih and hold on to 
Mcltogsaniiy. . 

A niiditmare collection of creatures glared at them, 
soapped at diem, from feabbd their bars I Animals srith 
gronaqua red leawa set in gtant heads iinched m 
lidicDloiitly frail bodiaa. Cneoscs with riiln lika ivory, 
•skin black as i«. Things sriikb seemed more like 
supemitiROl beings than living aniasals. Small, vieinua 
looking twenty-I^tged betsu with lambent fildterltig 
eyet wsd spad^lilB Ungues. Large ibbp, the aba of 
0x0^ balanced delfettely upon fioil limbs, and witb 
gloriota wings sprouting from tbelr aidtu. Flying 


is diarsps. These a.. 

game, the equivalent of our African monkeys and eland. 
Tbe ones I svont to get bold of are, some of ihtun, three 
dma iheilKof (helbxanalcphani. More like the old 
mammoibi and masuidaos of piehisioric timci. Wait 

• "I hirlly can!" gulped Anna, beginning to vrish she 
had tseveawponed him after all. Slxcsn and bis of 
iewak^ rcTh-cted. wouldn’t be much use when all you 
were m nwtf’rf wu a bearee end ihroiKl, and you 
couldn't even adcorre .'barei ^ 

Bciiim pritakd ooj and to Also Ibis was the final 
proof, h was uiu^.ailablc. Tbeoa crtanires hod 
certainly never come from Tarth. no matter svhat retnota 
coruasw. Be imw fully bolieved every word Benson 


■polte. Hii eya {Inned 4S he peered it the virlois 
eaimftb behled the ban. 

When Lbelr tour wts compleied, they returned to the 
eille, loefciof the gates behind them. Arrived bac^ and 
seat^ on the venmdih, Aiin said : " Are there any 

humail beings in this world nf yours, Praiessor?'' 

" Mooe that I have so far seen. But then, I hare not 
yet expiored a ibotnandlh part of b. Thera ii mudi 
y« to dlaeover. Vtlm knows what beneSii 1 may not be 
able m heap no tnankiad?" 

Alan said : “ I’m with yon. Mni to much (or the take 
"f the money as (or — well, the eitcitcment, the advent 


Us ebony face: " Bawala not i 
ghotta,” be qualified, quickly. 
"That's great e<>ii,i 


lunting expadl- 


He turned to 


"Anna, I think you’d 


you aJong, But muid, we’re 
ig u/ men ewasa the like of which were never 
■cm on earth beforol And you certainly won’t have 
seen anything like tbe terrimty we'ie blanning to 
explore. It's up to you, Bawala. For this trip I'm 
sailing to treble yoor wages — what you say?" 

“ Wtat me ity to ucbled wages?" grunted Bewila, 
eyes glcambig. " Me say okay, sab, by damn yes I ’’ 
Alan grinned at him: ’■ Stout frUei, Hop to 
the villa and grab off the equipment we’ve got ready. 


’re not gedog rid of me ai 
td you for betw or for worse, it 
orra, so I suppose I can sund it 






"He I 


dy i^l^^ow. And that’s sriit mainly 

dit dine Is ilmilar to sun, aitbou^ 
different tolar syatem. Ve’U hiv 


They talked lai 
they retired it h 


uew, was enclosed by a 
hid tbe menagerie. ’ 


n aimiiar in tbe one which 


•’ There needn't be much danger ii we're careful," 
said the Ptofeawr, ’’ Our taual teeapoiH are good 
enough tn kill the beasts inhabiting tbe fourth d{mcn> 
sfoa, They are not by any means InvuhKrabla. You 
still bring your boy as bcarre — " 

Anna grinned : " I bate to think wbat Bawala's going 
to ionk Kke when be area some of those animals. I've 


: fine flush of opdmiim began to 
ate rapidly, it tossered almost Bee high, a 
jittering bars, aseshhig with eleciiict] wi 

Benson said, opening Q 




There, 
I an cntirelv 
oke along 


“ Those cages have been piep ai e d for the aniini 
are in bring back with us. Let’s hope we have them 
/u/l when tre re tu rn-'' 

Bssmla wtts gulping, in tbe backgroumt Now be 


Alan said: "Bawsla .. where've you been?" 

* Me run back camp, rail boys we afl right, Not 
s^_out any search party then. You be staying here, 

“ Not eisctly here. Basrila, yon'ta a greir htfflter, 

" Dmo flue," nodded Bawala, happily mnware of 
what this wu leading up ox 

"(rood," nodded Alan. "Now yon wouldn't be 
i^ d of anv aahnal that ever walked, swam, or Sew, 

Basniia allowed Ms scorn at this sunestlon m riiow in 


"Now,” Alan told him gently, “We start from 
n*ra^ POPI*! «T« " How 

Alan grfmied: " This cags is our sinning point, you 
e. Don’t worry, Bawala. Everything will be all 
t — 1 hope," be added In an undertone. 

■ ■ He was standing at ooe 
on 1 long, thin lever. Me 


Benson smiled 

side of the cage with his ht 
all ready?' 


1 said; "Is it— will there be any— I mom— 
I, Mrs. Clayton, there will be' no paiq, n 
lant sensations of any description. A fraction o 


» 



lif hily in her lundi, 

Biwili «!■ lUnMng after them, his eyn gltiei] to the 
ground in &oot of him, ready to jump dear tt die flm 
sign of movemeni, end givin* > wide benh » the 
undulitisj tree hnscbei. 

Anna audr "What Ii the plan?” 

Benson pointed ahead: *' Besyind the trees la a plain 
the edge of that « river feedi a aide lake, to 
which anlniali come to drink. We wDI Bl traps round 
tiK edgea nod wait . ■’ 

^^Anni shivered, Satd; " 1— I doo’i like this place at 

“ Yoii can't be cjpccled. In, tny dear Mrs. Cliytai.'’ 
atated Betnoa. " After ail, this ia far different from 
anything you have jet known, T myretf felt uoeaQ at 
Snc— but that paKca, add T think you wUI soon End 
younelf deepjy hflerested In all you lee, and yny 
analeua to see man.'' 

He halted anddealVf atopped taJhlna, He aaid: 
u ,t — L — — n-j ground 


They nopped, drawiaa ieoei with him. Some feet 
ahead the green land-like sulnaace svu rising and 
fahlng hs eoBSiderable rMprition. The Prafeesor mapped 
hb finger* K Basrili : “ Wincbcater, boy.” 

He raised the Inasied rifle so bis aboulder, Anna 
said: "Do — da you ibiak »e mgfll io . . 

Benson smiled at her; " I see no reason wby not, 
Out burning (xpedldon might lust as vicll start here. 
I find it far more erdthig svben one doesn’t know 
precisely what one is buBdng.” 

* It's <hdr all il^,” agreed Alan. 

The Windiesta shaltri^ the deep silence which hu-<c 
over the place. A bttllet furrowed huo the sand ahead, 
leaving a neat, rouikl hale. 

And from heneaih the ground came a sudden 
sitirlira. muffled by the sand. The gcouad broke, 
jsa^ f«edly, end a head reared up w coatnTiif them. 

Even Bpnsco went baJe, the ruddy glow fading troia 
hU round cheeks, Tiler were too wslyaerf ibfthe 
moment ic do anything hut stare at the thing, 

It rote higher, weaving and ttvMpg, glaring ahmn 
with eyea Hke aaucwa, cbvered bv a flikk hrytr of akin 
as p t u ie ctlu n Ctajnsi the earth ihroogh which It moved. 
It was very much like a trorm — but tiat ft was roughly, 
Ibe porlfon they could ite, about ten feet lonft two fW 
in diameter, anil had a well-defined head srith a g^Og 
law and three serried rows to teeth. 'A BiarUng-flame 
from its open iaws. 

Anna cried: " What— what ii itk" ■■ "■ ' 

Benson laid: "Calm. now. It’a ahnoet %Knd due re 
the skfa over die eyes; It doesn’t see os yet." ‘ 

He exchanged hia Winchester for a h— 


■' If you wish.” nodded BenscB, puttmg up Ms gun 
Alan threw np his osm elephant gun, roe* aim, and 
discharged the first barrel, ‘the creature’s head teemed 
re soar into the air, fell some distanco isvsv, teeth 
gnashing ftantfcally. The trunk swayed and wnrved, 
pouring a« messy blade blood. 

Then tnddcnly it withdrew into the ground, the Band 
sIfYed htto the hole it bad left, and ill sets atill again. 

Benson breatbed deeply: " That’s somathitig new to 
me, even.” he inutTnuied. "The first time I've seen 
DM nf theae thhigs. But I had an rIm ilwt ttAter- 

itatin cretiuRi caused those movementa of the earth 

altboogh I thought they would be more the form of dw 
earth mole." , 

se the thing poisanes 

- - — — ..-ons ii a limplc form 

of kf« and replacemean are easily taken care of by 
Kature Whereas this creature lud a very eon^ieiUed 
head, even eyea and moiuh— quite possibly the rew tsf 
its body, ptniculerly die digesiive oegam, are limilarly 
compUcated. Ho, 1 should say that the wilhdnwH of 
tlK body was due to contractioo of the mivcka in the 
death spasm,, I do not think is re-grow any missinr 

Anna .iild; “ Let's get on— away from that Arad I '' 

Alan said : " Just a minute — listen — " 

Thev lisicaed Since tbaii arcivil, giher than the 
^ling of the wotm-Ilke thing, no sdbed had broken 
cd itw place. Amu aaid: " Whal it 


-a drutrumog nr 


the nmuniral 

Jlemunreed: “ Sounds Ukc- 
the distance somewhere.” 

Anna smiled; fProbablv Bawali's knern knock! 
she hazarded. "fVmlnc!” 

Alinaaidi "No listen,— you hear it, Professor?' 

u r.-. . ,..-a .. 


”Te^I do hoar if 
ehhough I w 
■atuhnnt ant . . 
life of nattire which 
of— I’weft'gmrrI'’ 


e minutes 


Then he 


It ft a drummfngl And — 


ere,' smd Benson, setting down the pack 
ig, and nodding resvards a large, cool lake. 
1 .1. interest, almo-t expeertap 


“ Let me hare this one, Pbofeisor." 


it was perfectlv e 

surface, the sand 

in the irartpimn liquid. 


of re „ _ 

and clear, although, far below il 
.m u- — '---ing a greenish’rii 



entlRlr by the beet fiem in cQt»->ud amy fromibe 
cnat up there ia ebeokilc ewe— « the liqiide-here 
■hnjriy do bot evapentt, emm ubieci to ihet dwracil 
chi^ t« OR out kkea end riven on Baeth." 

Aten tejd; Whet do we do mm? Whet’i the 


forme of life Tve eoow ecroii ben. It Mcmii m be i 
law, tbsoar, that they doat alack uelna amcked." 

" Then bow do they lAe?" qse^ Ami, " Have n 
of, doa'i tbay?" 

Bedra fiodded: “They teem u axial atloly on the 

“ Voa ineao iboaa moviat bnoekea and ihiaK>?'' 

“ Exactly, 1‘eiaiUy tlmie trace ere mote animal than 
vagemhlt I£ eo, it would Mve the animala ihemadto 
fcomhunrins. They would |tow toe iaiyn etoa food, 
when than am food before them which ww not able » 
a^tniu ihtiapocl” ■, 

“Aluat be boirible for the treei," veoiurcd Anne, 

■ • Vei, they eortaialy /ni pain. Gut { doubt if they 
fed vety md ^—1 doubt if they hare aay bram— 
1 imasue that the ay they givt when Isjurad, inapired 
byB»tu«d,nar»eooaitxei.hlartely«irt«i<oter-'' . 

They finubed aetdiig the uau, and with Bawela, they 
reneaHdinioiiheadfeiOfiheforeit, Here they osMed 
liieic tnii pacha aod eat dews lo await eveata. . . , 
Which avere not loog in coining I 


le exceUeM braakfait 


*' Then tlaa epot ir 
ige?” 

" It ia. Wo have i 


t noticed die pataage of rii 


malie dam it 
orerbengmg w 


Bawnla made hDAeV buay, arhilat the throe Vbfte 
people walked aleng ibe ride of rtw lake. Bedoon pdaioi 
auddenlyi 

'*Yoo lemember die ftyhit iMnRa meoTloned uv the 
“ Ba bard to -faaei asythma like that,” ATan 

Dnuoo ihiuii a tubby fore&iger mwlrola abC'ann* 
He acid; " Tbne’a one of them MW. 
gee boM of matter apseimen for the 


nf tbo’U 


LCief 
cnlkcdc.. 

Atm taid j " I'll aka • pot it ir, ahril 
Bosaon flopped him qoickly: "Mo, . 
We doSY Want nouble, and dime thbiga 
thfli^e ettacted /art. If we leave fAr» 
leeve u aknie. It'a the tame with met 


CHAPTBR VI 

THB DWBLUas IN T115 HILLl 

They canghtnothipR that day, elthongh aevoral wolrd 
beaio came to drinfc and Alan and Ami wtttf^ them 
with lartlfd and tii^ovlni evea. They tolled them- 
Mlvea in their .leeping beat when the Profoanr 
iniimaltd tf«t they had now been here more than twelve 
htwrj, and that notWaBj- they would have been tumina 
in on Earth, " 

'^v slept for Bve hour, by the Profcwor'a waich. 
And whm diOT woke die Prefotaor mid i “ I think ftr 
trap. wiH be loaded now, I crr^lr heard aome arrange 
•OiBida— 1 didn’t ileep anv too well." 

Aim nM : " Weke • gredt dh'ance fmoi the cage— 
wen eapiimd gimhlrg .ietble, hciw the devil ate 
je gohtg to get It back there?" 

Benvm shook his heed. He odd: “I hoped m he 
able to tTtr some of the larger animtli piilie clme to 
™ cage. But If I eucwed in cttchJna anv here, PI 
hire narivT Suva end bffcg ihrm re tWa world . " 

’ c""'?'’a'1ied Altn. 

TIfc Prtfc^ afailed: - I-J have rhrm hem betont 
ffiW knew wNf waa hoppmhig— «id then. If they dHnh 
obev. thevdtr JiawrWyBeatiod of returning." 

J™"'' he l*rd that 



Ttey croiM tbraugb it 


» the trick of lix 
h bMl Idc, in in 

tmmodtte i double 


puiic, • ptihvMy wide cbou 

ttrttm of aiffic. From lit lUcicl ciiae tse eerie 
screechiofs of ibe Uviog treet u they were tremped into 
ibe gtomtd, ind (be abtiU btUowiat of the mumiMth 

Forgetting everything in the eicitemenl of the chue, 
ibn tore on, out of the trees, on to i Ung, green pliin. 
rir ahead were i range of bilJs, seeming almost to 
w low banging edge of the other [Janet which 


d Alan, “ bin I thought it «u ju 


they were putmuig. Only now did they eppredate 
fuUy in colossal site, and Alan exclaimed : ” you'd 
need an im)i of oan've boyi to drag chat thing bock, 
even if we did get It, Beuan-" 

Benson panted; " If necessary I'm willing to hhe 


"Dead?" i 
drugged?" 

Bason nodded ; “ That wai the jjles but k't dead 
all right now. Must have bad in excepdognlly weak 
bean, despite its size I" 

He vaniibed round the farther tide, and the body of 
the moniter concealed him and Bawala from ti^. 
Anna turned to Alan ; 

" Nov look what you’ve got us inie I '' 

Alan snorted; " Look youndf I 'STien be mendooed 
the money we could get for these beaio you were moit 
anxious than f wu to go into the thing. Veil, now 
we’re iwff and Inly into it I” 

" Up to out n e c k s . ’’ agteed Anna. " And simply 
pig headed u lii — — 
e ngbt 

Alan grinned: " Anyway, well have some Sne hunt- 
ing ftories to tell the folks teck home.’’ 

"If we evet get back home,’' grated Anna, nibbliig 
her slim kgs, wearily. 

"We will," promised Also. "Why shouldn’t we? 
I’m quite prepared to trust to the Prafessoi'i esge si^ 
the demonitratloe we've had already," 


Benson aaid: "Here it is!" 

They halted In a 'tired ctrde, suiroundiog the teenm- 
bent motster. It had led thra a beede chaw, and 
Anally they had Ion sight entirely irf h. But Benson bod 
intiti^ th^ puah on. He swore by the drug which had 
bean Inject^ aaid that sooner or later it was rm to 

They had followed ft almost to the hills, abk to see 
in great hoofprints in the shiftint sand. 

Now they had found it. where h had thudded down 
under the shelter of the hills. 


" If we ever gee it back ts the other side," cautioned 

Anna eased beraelf down and removed her boon with 
a groan. She laid; ''Rl|jK now I'd give u^one my 
share in the fifty ibousaod for a nice, hot foot-bath ! " 

Of the four, Bawak wu the only one imlroubkd by 
ftdgue. He stalked round the falla momtef popping, 
locredtilous eyes, 

Benson said : " I'm tued myielf, but not too tired to 
like a laek at this thing." 

“ You trill be by the time you've walked round it," 
commaoted Anna, wearily. " Aa I feel now I cosildn’i 
walk round a lyaitref kt alone that mountain of fierii I " 


1 r/iff th 




He’s harmless eo 
" So wia your Unck Egben undk— " 

"For the fan dme,” snorted Alan, itiitably, “will 
you kindly leave Unck Egbert out of this? Juet 
remember that if it hadn't bm for Uock Egbert leaving 
tripto'A^I" nough to take fhi 

" In whioh case we wouldn't be her* 

Anni. ■’ Yes, I didn’t think of It iter 
ef» to chalk up agiinii that old cooi 

" I’U thank you," lai 

speak III of the dead I" 

“ I can’t help h. Your Uncle Egbm l»vei la Us 
money so we can afford a trip to Africa— when we'te 
doing nicely you take m back to camp die iwotig way— 
and look where we fandl Between you and your Unck 
Egbert I’ll be driven raring mad-" 

Alan affected to ignore her, and stared towards the 
bills. She wont gn ; " Jun bow tong do we stay in this 
place? I’m getting fed up,” 

" In that case," said Alan eoitiogly, ' why don't you 
walk out on me?" 

“Maybe I will sriten we get back 


5 . Something 
an uncle M 

dignity, " not to 


to clvlIiiiilaB 


Aim tuRM N hM Her. Hetklj * This 'in'! uv 
?fcce ter luiil^ mHbblw, (htMii*,":»Mi • hdl-hetrted 
dfort at coDciiiadoa. 

“Iio'tli? 1 ceul4d'iSi{pli«( I 
Alaa't padcocc aupped : " 1 iM ^ cot to oomo, 
didn’t I? I didn’t want you to cony. But Eke tnoit 
womni yoo kei to nidi your neae fcio btuiatii dir 
.didn’t coDctm rai ! ” • i 

• 01, ft didn‘t didn’t ft? Do you diinfc a iWfc'j 
te ki bn huabsod go dnigisg o5 nywbnc Ic 
likea wiilmit coniiiig nlsog a aee arlnt be-gra nf («? 

If YOU thick that t— ” 


" Anything elm you’d ida a dnf up 
vary dead par whiJr you’iu at Ic?’’ an 
moUiSed tif tier- reatika. - Anna lean 
aasd aad laughed again— <lKtL bn ey<i I 
■he lliti above dina. nd aba gnptd ‘ 
"Obi Aian — . lliw i lbtrt ’i— man ui 
down frotn the hilla ! " 


Ujou ihtok that t— ” 

“ tronrml" anarled Alan, " Soaedmea I wonder if 
Nature ever had a Sand Is anytblnj* more pistlbHiiol] 
They warn it aif ways f Iftey fitrfil og tagging along, 
and when they find ont they dtu't liV'e the ride, they 
itarrtry^g about ftasd bianlng anymas who h^pem 


. ’hand. Why the deuce 

aenae » ray riiigle'>- 

"Tou — yon utter Ivoitl" exploded Anna. "A/ict 
all Tve gone throngji to ttldt ^y you 1 " 

“ Asd all you've nude jwe go itroiigh by sticlrlt*ty 
me," aeowled Alain' dsrkiv, "No wonder thereui.ao 
IK butbuida going ' 




butcheta with 

of their wivn ae a aufaiect i " 

’• Voo— you— ’’ aplutiarod Anna. 

She picked up hr dlibarded bon auddesty and ae 
it flytag iswarda him, It struck hist imanly on il 
end of tbe nore. howled him backwatda to the aaod, wl 


llee 


■DC up.tgaiiv He waa furioua : "Thai'ai^tl 
Go oil i Thit'a Im a woman'i trick exerdy I 
an when bo la't foeh’wg! Co oD—lhraw the 


"It Isn't thii," chucktrd Anna, "Itaytaa 
10 funny — il lurKruckme.’’ 

"Ohl My /i^>ii funny notv/la it?' 1 


Alin gnaicd: 
throw i ban 
a face 


•Chat 


M help you out!" 


Thar nrprfted eft™iaiii» of Araia’a wA nm'jtricth 
accurate. The mtn on the bOl vrere not, in the fulfesl 
fttBeofttreword.ftiatwtm. Tliey w. ’ 


They bed ell tte ^ical ntiibutci of manliind— hut 
they were, like the rest of die tJungi in the jtrtnge 
world, gifted with additional powere. In ihia caae. 


At tbe moment these ware folded iteog their lidea, 
wberr, normally, their arms would hare been, Bin as 
“P"»«ls In aletm, one of thorn soired from 
the hill, tbe wtngt spreading out behind him. and 

ewooped gently down towarda ibe two. 

Ala aaood up with a exclanMda. Aaoa began to 
bahl her boon m anio. pat ber lair Ion paMu et Iho 
nape of Ik seek with die eKtad «-inirt of die famakt 
The winiKd men aoared to a Bans a tbe troDid. 
aboor fifteen feet from them. Me bohed at iha kge 

— .... 6 j„. jjjj proeor. 

c.i.c Hwci .h. 1 jji^, jhaje'of grtco. 


Honed fc ...... 

were iitem and fwbidding, 

“Why did ^ do tWstWng?* 

.They^w^ ablg lo undesatad pci^^y.'.A 


undreuand aha Ho.ekeriy 

poseeBae4thop(!wa'’iD read ibonghts m veil u Binamii 
his own. He come a pare neater, and the shining metal 

' which bia,1aiKi.wwo girded, adotniaied 


rouaa your Dsihilklcs, dam It? Voy stout’ng Tm sure. 
Bnjoy yourself, jUt tor. Alakc the mote of it But 
BomMay you may misi that aame tape, and be jff/f 


W*)u4t UWi.lUUUl. 

with a weird brilliance of In cm 
. •' U-™tt«s not who j «n. Why did you kjU ah 


you found it ig/iiBiiy!" _ . . 

She laughed;, “tm aorry Alas. Idi'h’cQ^ynu 
loo* funny — what I mean ia that you rngiy 
ai you are, and sdeh your face all grerti through the 
Ught here! You look peafttdeiT Mlioiir, datHiq;. In 
fact, caacily like you did that night at .Atm (kravenb 
-*■ * all diat lobiier rlail and had to 


9 dac^tated. and Amsa said i 


-Hiahi 


sethinir be faih 

^Jfaaiing?’’ - ^ •- -• 

" Vei-^omulng game— animalt-." 

He erandnifted ; " For what purpose?'' 

Alas was wan— but even n hi’s ihanghta'beiiBved 
hlBL Toe super Bomf thnufht, aisgrfly; '■ To *,77?’’ 





He poiotcd id ibe hiliB- " Yeu jdiuc wiib us. 
The; mtj It lco( ind herd. Too bard for men to walb 
fact, j«u would ocYei be able to oefodaw it, 
However, if you will nand nS and icraighi we can 
traoiport you tbere.'* 

There wai link aeoM in refu>lii( to obey, Bur though 
Alan and Anna taw reaion, and Hood to aitendm, 
Benton growled; " I'm imraud if I willl" 

The leader ibrugged: “Then it is of Utile cta- 
•equoice. For we can Kill ttantpon yon, whatever your 
potltion. It it tim^y that my luggenion would nave 
made the journey easier for yourself," 

Benson realised he was ipeahlng tbe milb. He 
followed tbe eaampk of the two others, and straight- 
ened. And then they felt that strange force robbing ibeli 
bodies of power again, and they were lifted stiffly into 

in would raise bis subject, and with tbe winged mtm 
lying low beside them, tbe journey into tbe hills wes 




Tbe dty was a ll^ of gnoe and power. Sweejnng 
towers end symmetrical tplm sbcered smeply from the 
heart of It into the green atmospbere, slmoK vying with 
the topmost for highest poinL The bulk of tbe 
chy was bidlt upon the floor of s valley surrounded by 
the hills, but much of It sprawled oot and halfway up 
the sides of the hiUa Over It end about It flew, or 
walked, more of the wioged men, whose home It wss. 
Of what substance tbe buildings were constructed, 
none of the people from Earth were able to uy. They 
had seen nothing tihe It Uiberto, It was ver' 
to tbe stuff of which the winged menS harness 
Like flying lop the three captives, unsbie tt . 
their wonder to eich other, Sotted gently downwards 
towards the centrsl building, tallest of them all. 

They aUgbted npoo a flat roof space, and Siek 
captors releasrd them froen the invklble bends which 
had held diem. 

There wts no convetstdoo. Vblihout further 
demonstration of their telepathic abUltles, the winged 
men let them qulriily dosm a flight of Keps leading 
Into tbe building, and to a long corridor on die top floor. 

Tbe doors lesding from this corrida possessed neither 
csnoiri bunoce or hsodles. Seemlogly they opariKl st 
tbe commind of theii buUdets, tbe sringed men, another 
evidence of their posrer over iDiolmtie oblecia 
They slid sside ^thJy, and the gmm pissid - 


" Thia will be your prison until socb rime as you arc 
tied In clw Court of Golit." 

"Court of Golta?" 

" Tbit is the Chy of Oolia. Below you is cbe Court. 
You will stand trial at the twelfth period from the time 


^Th^winged mao i^ded: ”1 know of it, yea. We 

what type of bdnp there are in it All, from meu to 
beuis, Un wiihwt scruples. Your huming — for 
plfosurt — Is }un another sample of that I " 

Benson grunted : " U^r ire bunting for gaiol” 

The winged mao transmitted : " That make, it even 


He paused, il 


luR* to kill, which is 


" That ia why we do not 
with your world. If we 
lift to which your people are 
eculd moat vriib to cure, tbe 
It known here, we could do 

oy circumstaimcs?" 


" Then you do not UU here- 

The wmpd man shook b_ 

triamphantly; 

" And yet you mentioned that we should luSer tbe 

"You Dot yet realise the impUesdons of that," 
said the winged msn. " You will not be kiU^ oju- 
rfgis— " 






very Ob 


" Nor at all. A loiudoo which will speed up t 
procem of die body, wbicb wUl sssist yen to live ma; 
yean in one minute. After drinking thk you will atis 
old IK, and consequently death, within the space 
owofour periods,” 

“ And how do your periods cortespood to out sysn 

" I do not fulfy UDderitiod your system. 1 km 
only ihai you have seconds, minutes, diys snd yea 
But rougb^, one of our perloda might equal about o 
hundred miauKs of drinking the potimil So diet ' 
wIU not have kiUed you . . your life will aaerely 

speeded up, end your end will come entirely natural 
Your aged b^es ivlll no looger support your lives." 

" MotsUy ids UiU murder," grunted Benson. 

” Not according to our svise meo. Persons who k 
few, only msoiscs t 


Btaviitlc throw bteks— sre deemed u 
their lives to Ibe full." 

Me lumed towards the door. " Nov 







mitred bmrist Itrte mtul ;l4inn sB «lllch were pUcd 
raoa ud fruit, AUuirsued; 

"Now VC bivc CD be er;<Mn'a>iI Couldt’t tee 
uURiie^N gs a coupk of nice pomhoure seeks sttim- 
miai with gravy?” 

girl read bis tboughu, She fiasbed; ” ^e do 
out kill animsli to eii their Seth here. Thit it all we 

Aniu uudt "Oh, well, wt'II have to make the beti 
of It I'm on a vejciiWe diet anyUnt." 

Tie fruit!, iMch strange, were pleatam lattiag. 
They made quite a filf meal, and when they bad 
haliiied, the woineR, irho bad b» standing beride the 


BemoD looked at his sntchr "fTinm. Been here Isn 

He reaioved Ms coat and tended cn the floor. “ I 
don’t know what you people are going to do— fm going 
to eel lome aleqs.'' 

respite his woiry, be was asleep alsoai shnill- 
laneouily. Alan aad Anna huddled ngethtr is the far 
coner ^ the reont, talkisg hi low tsuei. Alan mid' 
” Barliog, I'm deoioed sorry I got you hKo daa” 

Tbtre wat po ating in Ansa'a reply. Her voice was 
low and soft. She pressed hli hand to em^iasiK her 
words ; ** Vou dUn't, Alin, dear. I insisted on makisg 
a odsance of myself and coming ilong. And I’ln not 
wocis^ about that. Berauae if you're going to die here 
I'd taiber die m't/i yoo—” 

He kissed her. ke said, wistfully: * 'R'besi I think 
of all tbe things we could have been doing with our- 
sdvea— blan ‘ifncle Egbert lor ever leaving ua die 
money to gel ounelvei bto * nasty )am like this. He 

Anna mifed : “ Uncle Egbert was an old dear— eves 
if be did lake a bite out of Pekie— I afeuyj loved him.” 

Ales gazed ei her io surprise. Then he grinned. 

They feh very dole dRing there In the pn™- 

z thie^Vbey gdined conifott 


They talked on, and Bcaaon started soaring . 


Benson rubbed his eyes and looked up. The dong, 
had nnriied. One ef tbe wiitged men stood there. 

'• Yen win follow me." 

Tbe three rose, ahmlt. Benson glanced at his watch. 
He said: " It seems tldi Is tie rime. IV tlept ten 
hours." 

Man said • ” You quite enioyod it, l«.” 


” I cettainly did. J was dog tiled. Hope 1 didn't 
make any slates fafl 00 wnbrnyumdog?” 

He aeenad leas troubled now, more reiigDcd. They 
went out after tbe winged man. Down a long alopag 
poaaagE, through a ivide, airy chamber, round a coenet, 
and past a long line of the winged men 
They faced two double doM of impreisive dimen . 

Tbe whiged mao cranamirged : '' We wail here.'' 
They wahed. No one spoke. The city dwellers, if 

S svere ttiepathlsfog with each otto, were guirdiog 
thoughts from the p riso ne r s. Though rh^ strove 
reread what waapasabig in the lofty minds behind those 
impassive features, they could leam oothing. 

The brassy gonglhey had heard ooce before,, aotioded 
again. The winged man said: "Nfnt-" 

The dnon slid aside bonetib his mental cODUnand 
They went ihro^h sod into *e'Crurt Room. 

The ceiling wu.Joit to dghc in a green haze high 
above them. The room was plain, save for three 
pe nd rea at one end. These perdws. In the form of 
teats piqleciing from the bitak wall, arerc occupted by 
(brae winged men, whose bodies were covered with 
white clbaki instead of the cuslomacy equipage. 

Tbe aptivea were brought forward to wand its tbe 
centre of tbe room. Their guide turned, retired, 
vaniakto throtsgh the door whreb now dosed behind 
him. Tm ritfOB were loft facing the three judges, in 
the nsi, sUiBi hall. 

For ilotatt £vt mliiutes, whkh seemed to ths h apleai 
prisoceia like five eotw. they faced the three robed, 
wroced men wbom they took lo be scane kind ef iudges. 
Titan the enure vin began to transmit fits iboi^llth : 
'■ You will presref the sin -whidi is marked opfmt 
iheprisoncrs, Bala," be trin*m!rred. 

The sthged ^ od the right leaned forward sli^tly. 
" Tbe prisonen « men from tbe third diaemlon, 
knovm to them-as the Earth. Vv'c have long beca awue 
of wkat iraDsmrtsinthitEarifqaf bun cold and rxueuy 
inbunmo are ihe species whichenkahii it. Tbe pruoaen 
conftaatiiig us are a npicahexampte of the rest of ihtir 
feUuvnl . 

" TAvtr sinus bunting— by which is meant the chasing 
and slaughlnring of InoflentfMHiBalsI" 

The ctntn-siM ttaasmitad: “RoM anomeot. 
TbcK men are fashioned almost In our ore itTlpili Am 
they ihcq,!* vtehna Siet they sroold needlessly kill?” 

e T have gooe Into tbe btowy of their world, as much 
as is knosvn, from every angle. Alihongh they pride 
themselves upon baint! the zenith of all living ihiiln. 
they arc far from this, being, in their degeneracy, almost 
at tbe boriom of the scsle. They do possess a certaio 
arooniu of crude imelUgence: but ook a few of the 
spedea have even toochra oo fearniog me fundamental 





" Bedunsed to ahooM linuted Bauoo. Ydull 
b< uUs; life nWetenr wiy Tea Ai II’ 

AUn uid : * Let M> (peek. You're d^g more htrm 
tbu good." gnuD 

Belliug with fury, Beonu Mepped &«k. Alu nwk ibe til 


there until tiie SeiendiB ere prcpired H dal with 


guilty- Tlui ii pUa. You ipeod ta UU u>. Set w 


TbeK 


to this world . . 


iwilliir 


of you, Gc all of you, hove the 
Whit hu oax been done may be dooe ageis." 

Benioa wu fecsreid agelo: “I oloar bold the 
of entrance," be mid. " And I promiae 
to UK it further." 

" The word of your kind Is UDreljable." 

Alan said: "Tben relrue tbe wamao of ui. Sbe 
knows flothing. Hn HBed oothlAi ’’ 

" We ouK pass teniRice upon alt of yoti. You ID 
had ■ band la thh sin which you ban rammittri." 

Deoioii soapped; " Experimentation in the Other 
wtKM la progrc a aiog Mpid?. The atom has been split 
■and k will not belong before uhtrs ef our Vibl'iie 
Me » eoer your world. You wosid do ssell to telase 
M' -mekt yoitr peace— allow us to act as emissarfn 
between the two worlda." 

tot the Hl^ One raked hla facet and quietened 
Benaoo srilb his stern npretsioil. He said, hli ihmi|^ 
waves flowing inio ibdr mllidi with deadly fatality: 


Bettaon grantd;. " Well, th 
iuK bow 1 ^ we have m lta» 

Am fhtiddaed. and Ahn'aam dtfncsrd about bet. 
Bansoo spate to the guard : " Where la tbis place to 
which we are to’be takn?" 

" It ia OB-the Vast Hill, ovetlookiDg the sown. There 
yon srill Ism an oppactiatv is misdiiM inmt your 
•ki ukI renounce your evil wayi before the hem of your 

" all coodenmed prlsoocn taken tbenl" 



- - tSiged beings, 

weix raM. luto the atr, and floated ilovdy over iIk 
like— JOas loM bimadf idih a abudder — a funeral 

' n» West HUI was some distance from the town Itself 
aiM Msooi doudypoinilatnl. Tbe building to which 
qiey were Crintoortea tow e red far above ail outers, rising 
^aljel with OK {beer wall q{ the cliff behind lu and 
aoaifng to diitMo Iwenra fat of the tummiL Their 
guides conducted then) a{ra spiral stairway, to the top- 
iMsPtoom iiftbe idaee, and Im they were left to their 

ttnmedloteiy flinauu tried the door agio, found lhai, 
like the laat one. It would not move an inch, There 
wM • balcony auoolng outaidc and eiuiRly round die 
towai, and Any warn wt into the dim greoi air, and 
walked ronsdahlsoace. 

Far below the tiny 4guraa nf two flyiog men itood 
gisatd K tbo waaoco to 0» place. To rl^ tmd kft 
and in from.- tbe iaolued dwellinga gradually grew 
as gatnefl- But wkere 


They stiffened, waited, waited for the senieaoe,-tp 

"On bchalt of the Controlling For^ and being, in 
poaaetalon of tbe neooaaiy quillaet enflile me Ki 
pasa aentence upon sinners, I do hereby condemn ypU 
to be ttlnm to tbe piece on ffie Vest mil, and fbere 
confined lor a period not exceedhtg fifty periods, nod 
not lets ihnn thirty periods, thence to be delivered to 
tbe Scicntiits wbg will teminaie your exisiencea" 
The brassy gong clanged again, the door, ope.ned 
behind them aod tl^ winged guard entered. ^ 
Tbe l^h One tnnmilttea: " Ibke them to the 
Place ef SeHiude on the West hill. CmfiiM them 






a commaoding vi' 


e icoy," observed Alifc 




BenaoB strode rauad the balcony m tha side facing 
the sheet rode. .-He looked upwirda laid : " FcMa here 
we'tf .only aboul twenty feet Fttim the tup of the cfiffl" 
" Might as well be ewesty ihouaujf for all tba chance 
we have of.gnting up ihete,;; Hated Anna, flatly. 

"I suppoK io. .h^i a great piiy, tbougb. If there 
wgrE, 01^ a few nicha In' the cliff, or anytbTug' to serve 
as Jundndltb'pf fdotbSlJi, we coold rwlng tcrbii the 
four fool gup to the din and get up ihar way." 


ihougba.” 

Tbcy mat tack iau ilu cbttnber, m down on i 
floor tgain. Anna uid: “TlKy (Ik in a nice vie. 
bi^ tb^ dM’i boiber to give lu any comfort Jini a 

BentoD snorted, larcoiiicijly ; “ They’re too damned 
high flown to bother wiih meimof comfora. 1 suppose 
they live Spenea tiiei themselver. The raef mjtt- 

fatr 

Time dragged for them, there. All they bad to do 
“T. at the Mme naaotaaotii view, 
sky, the same ihrering tamrs and 


you get oa 
Met* 
Basrala ; 

fear. He a 


of here, Bawala, i'U make you rich for 
xd, a dusky gria, not uniinged with 
et you out of there, auybe ■» not have 


cUa eida d^ect^ o. —~~j, 

swiag ii outwtrda and Bern grabbed it. 
_Be^aaifl; " Too go /»•»(, Qeyton— you caa help 
n hnut wife u^ru come Iir. Quirk. 


Hiey dozed once or 
til the roots and fruit, 


vinj and ooce food, coiaistiog *e |oiarl«d. Bin at length he gaiood the eltff edge! 
la brought to [hem. This time •adetakfudafoatoibeground. 

At a word from BaWalt, he rose again and took a ario 
OB flia tope. Tagetbef they hsawd, and diontv fKa 
wmg over the edge of the clifl, the rope tied about 


“ for very long if we don’t hurry," 


" What's that?" Mid Alan, sitting up i 
Benson grunted: "t can't heat 
anything to bear up here I ” 

Alan said: " But there sroi something ... a clattering 
nolae. Didyosrhear it, Anna?" 

She rubbed drowsy eyes. '' I was doling, Alan." 
Alan said : " Listen— there it Is jfan I Like — like 
a stone or something clatirrtog on tbe bafcony— " 
Beson got to bis feet. He sand erdlediy: " By God, 
less a sioae cUitctinf on the balcony I ' 

The dull, metiUlc raiilo sounded again. Bacerli they 
crowded out. nared upsnrdi. Bcns<n said : ^ »ere^ 


Alan cried ; ” Lookl" 

Ttey peered biaoUy umards tbe edge of tbe diS. 
A black, wide-eyed Ace peered down at them, sui- 
mouzrted by a kinkly bead of hair. 

Alandiouied: “ It's BAWALAl" 

"How did he get here?" gasped tbe arniiad Anns. 
" What does it matter hon be got here?" uid 
bis face lit up with hope. " Now be is here be may be 

able tnbelpus... Bai^i?" 

" Sah?" aud Bawala, cautiously, peering down. 

" Can you m ua out of bes«?" 

" Me try, damo flue, tab." Bawala commeniod. "Me 
npafmmkii.tndgim. Me cUnk may be useful." 
' spe," almost bowled Benson. " Good man I If 


bria|n 


. - r-'— >TCMy sram me iiriin of all 

to had been ihrou^, and bad to be helped along by 
Alan. Bui they rosde good time, and only once had 
10 ttk* CDvm when a party of the winged men flew 
above them, beading for the city. 

, At to lay low, Alan said: ’•Yon cenainly irr a 
for sore eyes, Bawala. What happened to yau>- 
Me see you with Mnl men, baa. Lie oidn, not like 

^ ^ bito air wWi you, me 

*“ *■'* ” 

whet her like or not. Fiirf ci^ifc kS for ma^ Su^ 
wateking to sen wtwR yon be taken. After while bird 

.r™ l!w *3? 

« buHdirw'^to^ ™ ■«»>« 

f?" — . . * '=*• ““V Wrd mat flying abnui 

cjty ^'^W alt then tmtil all q ui t s, throw simiea. Now 

" You won’t be sorry you foUowed la If m get back 
Mil Al.. -y„, b. ,J 

’’Tkisk you. aah. Wbai bird men do with *«?’• 
TTieygieMiioluUuiI’’ wa yoas 


Brawn hissed ; " Tliey’re w 


d though he dreedcd to touch the 


•hscUBtlT. seem 
icuie lighter t 
id oCtbraion 


they retltad (bey » 


Sooa they trerc nnniat the {omc, beidlog mUily 
cowvds the csge which they left to kag (go- 1^ 
weird ttees undaleied still, everythlni loeied egicdy 
IS they hid left it. Tbay cslleoied tbeic WIsd etgap- 
msm on the wsy. led piubed oa 
e ihnugh • knot of 


cried: 


ud Benson 
IS we Ufl iti Thuk God they 


Alien Slid: " Vhewt" 

Anil Hid: “ I thioh thet’s eboui ell ite big gi 
himriTig I’jn doing. Enough to lest e iife-tiine.*'^ 
Benson granted: “ Anjww, we tee got souk 
spedmens here. MtgniBceni! Lookstuieml" 
Also snorted: "I couldn't bear to, The less 
reou'aded of Oat world ita lenar lU be 

ihDcf 

ley?- 


1IV.U u,,. - — — - JO bteethed: 

" Think the Lord ihQ didn’t oil snuff it ^ the 
OOnei That would hive been the limit. 

Alu granted: “FetsoDelly 1 couldn't cert much 
lees AU I wui a do is get ewny from this aszy 
country befoie Tm in no iMW u get ewiy. We shcedd 
htirn— they may Snd out we've gone, marl heae bund 
out by now. 1 liwuld uy." 

His W«di were proved to be our the inatiiiiOM, u 
they were estecing the cene. Benim lung a bend ugh, 
pclniln* m e number of Te« epproeching specks in the 


pointing a 
“The winged man I" 

Anna slid: “ Ltfe get in and puU that ievet— if then 
gat close nough m see us and put thil trill of theirs to 
stopping our movenentSi we'rs irsppsdl " 

They fell into the cage, and Benaoa tumUed 
IrandcdBy ovar tt the lertr. The speeb swoOfnd 
u. .Mwn UtoM. mH hens dusm UOOO tb CHff. 


qnlckl'' 


suddenly b sceep di 


,_ji shouted: '' Benson — the 
Tbss coi^ feel the paduel numbness creeping 
.. ... .. .k. m.a exercissd tbeW “ 


The fnliowing two weeks passed plessshiiy enough, 
with Bessun proving • chermiu host He mentioned 
to dum, some twelve days afw they had returned 
from the strange Dimenslan, that he had ohsudy 
despatched inviuriom to Ae sdentfsts and learned men 
who bad once belittled Ui fanctful tbeorisiog, u make 
the trip to see his tmbeHevtble colleetlon of loimals. 
As sn sdded Inducement he hsd Included their return 

'liie fcoraUng days paaaed quickly, with AJan and 
Anna cont eu t to spend the balance of dselr trip basking 
in the Professor’s charmmg hospitality. 

Benson in« ffiudi of Ids dine with his enlarged 
coUeetfon of beisu ; and often, when passing the com- 
pooid, Alan and his srife beard savage marts and roan. 


Benson gasped, hoarsely: 
tea who did the trick. Perhaps because he 
terco been in their power, petbapa beciuae 


■They srent carefully hitide. Came to the rows of cages; 
Benson was standing outside the cage of the whi^ 
creature resembling a bone, vnts doing something with 


• toog nick, prodd^ thniDih the bin with It. The 
emone wia ilivirii^ lod mippiag, rcarioi upwi^ 
ud unfurlmg lad tuiliag i» wiots in lercibli fury. 

Alia called: " Anytbiiig wrong, PrafatMr?" 

Bouoa Kined, turned quickly, ud diu threw nklc 
the nick with i (urdve nMiuemen. He said : “Ee— 
no, no. Jun pushing ibe uitnil's hum is, ihii’i all " 

" Meat } But I though they wan vagecaiiasi 

Boxin iDUtiued: “Va^ o< come. But I feed them 
meal — I — er— feel it keept them in dioioer eewhriaie.'' 

And there be obvionaly detired to iet the nuclei drop, 
ud^chon from ibe muii, dheciiog the couvenatloa 

Bui Alan was loty thoughtful, the second he had left 
them. Asm noticed the flows, and said " Wuc's 
wrung Htm, darling? Am’t yen happy? Want to go 

“ I wu thiskiog abotn Benson . , 

the devil wu be doing to that crearnie hi 

Anu said, In inrpriM : “He said be wu pushing ika 

“ I know. And [hat’s aometiung efri— " 

Anaa eyed tiim blankly: “Wbai on earth are you 
drmng at 7’* 

^an grunted: “The j/ict, for instance. Did you 
notice that it wu pointed at mie end? Thai that end 
wu (Mined— wick something ted?" 

I pini was obviouily lo nick 




e food. The red wu the blood from tht nw 


Bui did you notice ihat all along that winged thing's 
ninfes there were tSoy red sralns— u If h had hied from 
superficial puncnirea mKeted upon It?" 


“ From the noises we’ve beard lately I'd lay be wu 
lanDendoi them all, deviliihly, and >yatematica%i'’ 
" Ota, ^al^ you mnti be Ima^ng ihiep. He’s such 


bloodthirsty, even uvage cantivorous nan 
Evatything be dou seems to be directed rawa 
end — to make them u ferocious u he can I di 

It. Why should he do ihu?" 

Anna suggested : “ Maybe he ihinki the mor< 
thirsty they are, the more likely the showmen, 1 
■ ' fcth « »bg prices. Yc 

the atii^ if in' they had tt 
docDe-looUng sheep, of whorsosi 
Alan nodded, said: “ That’s a 
Benico will bear marchoigl" 


id forwuded tickm for th 


The emineat na 
a few days laaw i 
that Benson hi 
an of them. 

There ware lour of them, and all tiie four had availad 
shemielves of ibe opportunity to pay a viiit. 

It wu likely that ibe few photographs Benioo had 
lorwarded of his strange menagerie, had helpml to lure 
them away from their daily routine. Whatever it wu, 
all were anxlaus to see the coUeoioo; all congranilaced 
B^n on proving Us point. And Benson said: 

genilcnieii, _ I don't eapect you feel like 


“Oh, a 




loni sg 




were wrong. Your photographs prove that-^ you 
not trying to pull our legs." 


that, Alan. Whatfood would It do him?" 

Alan shook his bead : “ I don't know. He may be 
sadistically inclined. Bur haven't you sworn all along 


id Alan caught the 
im Dying icw-pull 


en they were momentarily alone, A 
,.,uc, like to come along with you to 
Baoson, and aaa the coUeciion agaia.” 

Benson tooknd uneasy: “Weil— can’t yon 
unullatet? You see, I wish to enloy my trim 


Why?’’ 


r 


ibcM (cniltmen id ihe lull. 1 wi>fa id (k *1‘»id id 
wiUKM ihdr utUT bumiliidon. Tliey oigb sM be to 
uiiioui M retrect tbe mmcks ibe; nude iboui me <o 
Isni i|o. la front of ano/fer perty. Vou don’t mindV 

It wu 1 lame excuMi vxl Ako kami It Bn he aid. 
Mill]': 

" Ceruiolr not. Any rime you ngsen, FrofcHar.” 

Seiuon Kerned relieved, end tbe nutttt dropped 

Ai far u ike wee csncersed. But Ako wee by ao 
meioe ullsbcd, Ke ww tbnluiely no reauo for tbe 
ProfeiNr'i refuwl to allow bu u rirk the home at ibc 
tame rime u the leaned mca. Tbe rtaNa Betuoa 
bad given Kerned to him tbe feebleat story he bad ever 
heard. 

He Mid to Aooa later that night: ” I'm keeping my 
eyea on Benson, darling " 

" So you told me bt[an." yawned Anna . " I hope 
it keepa &ne (or yoo, dw." 


" Dmi'l fool. 1 think BenaonT up to lo 
some daep rtaacu fn bringing iboae n 
goading tboM betao into their preaeni star 
1 think there’s a tle-upl” 


tiooa. You know ' 


ill ImagiDing thingi, my sweeti for 
bat you are wbeu you get going." 

Ako grtuited: " Heeettbdesa I’m gdag ro keep a 
ray daw eye os Pmfeaaor Benaon." 

" Veit, darliag." yawned Anna, ilidlng the nuaqulto 
netting Into poaition, ’’ It’a your eye, ao do what you 
mat with It. But don^ aak ms n foin In with any more 
of your craiy Ideaal' 


The party of five eame from tbe viDi, pauied, than 
■truck ^ In tbe dltecritm of tbe thorn boma, lad by 
Beoaon 

Alan, waicbiiig from the vetaadab, Mased r " QiileA, 
A tuw Yau’ll Sad your rifle ready loadad iuac taaide 
the villa door — I Mt it there for you." 


Anna drawled : " Can't be stUy, deat. I om nor 
going to bunt any man dephanta with yon ta guide ! " 

’"Thli Isn't a i)ueaiion of hunting eUpkanis—l have 
a feeling It’a far man lerfous than that. I may be 
iwang Inn If I'm oof tbe welfirr of (pw men depends 
on ttsJ So follow lae and do aa I My." 

.Anna sighed, row : “ I don't even preund to under- 
sttad,' abe tdd him. " The Ehinga you get me iiiro ! ’’ 

Meanwhile, tbe party of five had gained the boma, 
had pataed loalde, tod ware making for tbe cagea. 

were eiclunaiioaa nf great excilemcnl ta they 
beheld tbe weird coUection impiisoncd there, The 
beaia gethered it the front of tbe bars, roiring and 

And fas their encitenaeat, they failed to tsorice the 
absence of tbdr boat I 

But they were aooti to be reminded of Mm, and not 
pkaainily. For from a micropbooe hioglng to a high 


"Having /an, gentlemen? Inapecring tbe ipeci- 
mnef Yea, indeed! For your hrfamudta I mywlf 
am now oain'ie the boma— you are iniide, with tbe 
animals— LOCKED INSIDE! In one more mofficni 
I will throw a switch which will automatical^ open tbe 
caga before you i Tbme maddened beaati will pout 
out — and you sriU have tbe ealreme embertaiafaent of 
being r<nw to pi'ster by croamrea from a world In wbow 
eelsieBce you had, at one time, no belief! 

" Yea, I pionnsd ail thia»<ver doce I foimd dK 
dimeniimil 1 thought it all out— I never forgot your 
glbet, youy BOeers, which >Bd much to ruin by reputation 
among men of note I Now you may gibe all you with 
—for you have not Jong to gibe — " 

ReaUMtfoa came tn ihemt they were dcaliog with a 
hmarict They turned, began to race back lowarda tbe 
^na. Benaon, as if be new ibeir moves, warned : 
"To toodi tbe gate now, or any pan of (he be^. 

from ouisda— and now, if you are luad^" 

Thdt crki warn kiat, as they heard the heavy clang 
of matal ban mapping bath . 1 , the cseatures, enttged 
Bensoa'a previous tormeoTing, sprang out— 

And oa the ounide of the boma Alan raced towards 
Becsoifr saisdfng at the switch whicb had cinacd the 
gale. His fist streaked to the fat Profeaaor’a Jaw, and 
Benson spun, fell ... a secnad, and the gau was 
swuiging wide. Tbe four frightened meo streamed out. 

They were foUowed cIoKly by one of the craanaei 
•- - -»ny-eleed, sharp-toothed thing, with 

. Also yelled: 

" - ■ as the shot rang out be redow'i 


from the ca_ , 
slavering red m 
..." Siofft. Anna!" and as 



I THE END 
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SHE HAS I HE SECRET 



p«. SAOMr 

already aAer c 


.'^VER WIrHOUT Mav-EY 


money I {Mrs.) O. 0., 


LN'CRF.ASE IN WAGES 

. — fortnight we have had luck. 1 won . , . sum of £30 also have s.-- n f i 

*<> P'““ “"O 

9 make the pair campleie. (Mrs.) D. M. Kirkgate, Leeds. 19.11,45." 

, LOST HLS JOAN— LOST HIS LOCK 

Uianm?^ K " Ti'l' “ O’Lanlern. i had them bo-Ji in 1931. 

■eJ^rieh. Wi h ? I •'osp>“l two yrars ago. I can honestly say that sine* losing them nothing has seemed 

plainly know that Joan the Wad is more than a lucky charm. Mr. E. E. S. Uphook, Hants, lO.1 1.45." 



All you hart lo do Is lo stnd a id. stamp and a stamped addressed envelope far the history to ■ 

02, JOAN’S COTTAGE, LANIVET, BODMIN 


All CWncitn In Vik »n>7 trt fIctIUMI 1X4 Imillnirr 
ii<4 bur 119 rnlaUui w v>r U'lni lunon. 



AriniM in A. trIMM ml AutlliliM tr 
MAAVITW t M. CSufM) l«>. 

1 4 , 1, AUrllu CMin. 6tl«ii<»ii W UMm, WA>, 


